Intracytoplasmic localization of antigenic heat-stable 120- to 130-kilodalton proteins (PS120) common to spotted fever group rickettsiae demonstrated by immunoelectron microscopy.
Immunoelectron microscopy demonstrated antigenic heat-stable 120- to 130-kilodalton proteins (PS120) of spotted fever group (SFG) rickettsiae with antiserum against recombinant PS120 of Rickettsia japonica. In the case of R. japonica, a major part of the protein was shown to be localized outside the electron-lucent nucleoid-like region in the cytoplasm of the organisms. The other SFG rickettsiae represented a similar localization of the PS120 antigens cross-reactive to that of R. japonica. On the other hand, a typhus group rickettsia demonstrated no antigens cross-reactive to the PS120 of SFG rickettsiae.